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R. T. Bryan, Esquire. 
Municipal Advocate, S. ¥. C. 
6, Hongkong Road. 


Shanghai, _ 


Dear Sir, 

It is my pleasant duty to thank you for the Jegel opinion 
expressed by you in your letter of the 14th inst, regarding Mr. Efin 
moff’s case. In reply to it I beg to advise you that before seca let- 
‘or reached me my client suscceded to seo personally ire. Efimeff and 
im resuit of said meeting Mrs. Efinefs te be divoreed with mr. 
Minott seccréing to the Chinese law and to retetn to him the child, 
* Guehter Irene. Tisio the case was settled anteahly and 1t wes ms 
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Translation of an extract from the "Shanghai Zeria"™ 
of March 16, 1952. . 
Efimoff's Divorce E 
Vesteraey at the office of the Chinese lawyer, 
Franklin Chiu, (21 Tsongchoyw Road), a adivorce case 
tock place in accordance with the Chinese Law between 5 
two Russian residents named 4.3. and Z.ii. Efimoff. j 
2 SSE TE BIG ale ee oye 4 
Mr. Efimoff was represented by Freniclin Chiu : 
while the interests of Mrs. Efimoff were defended 
by J.N. Shendrikoff. 
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f SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. Sz na 


REPORT 


Subject (in full)... MES. Zineide Miheailowna Efimot?., nee. cravovsiy__ 


Made by...D»S.Toheremshansky Sperded Wiccwiienmt es 
v Setecee ___ With reference to the Jette? dated February 3,1932 
2. ana &, ge 5 
@ ers Key |.2ddressed to tbe Commissioner of folice from A.l. Efimoff on the 
nadie sae subject of his wife,Z.M.Efimoff, enquiries show that she is a na- 
A _ tive of Rostov,South Russia, and is 27 years of age. About seven 


__years ago,together with her parents,she resided at Tientsin. At 


that time she was employed with the " Modes de Paris ", and while 


i 


_working there became accuainted with Alexis Ivanovitch Efimoff, 


_writer of the letter in auestion. Efimoff who was born in 1894, 


is an Orenbourg Cossack, and is a musician by profession. Since 


their marriage the: have resided for various s periods at Tientsin, 


_ Hankow and Shanghai. 


In October 1930 Mrs Efimoff left Henkow and came to 


Sh soisgessmuai in order to attend her father's funeral. She was follow- 


ed about a month later by her husbard who,upon arrival here, dis- 


covered that his wife had been engaged by " Ledow's Tavern" as 


a dancing partner, To this form of work wr Efimoff strongly ob- 


jected _ and made several unsuccessful attempts to induce her to 


leave the cabaret. At this time Efimoff was residing at No 48 
Rue Moliere. Finally,in December 1931 he succeeded in obtaining 


from her a promise not to work as a dancing partrer anymore ,and 
they decided to leave for Tientsin, Cn February 12,1932 Mrs Efi- 


moff left Shanghai postensibly, for Tientsin with her daughter »age 


5 years.Her husband was to join her later upon the expiration of 


of his agreement with the Wing On's dance hall,where he still 


/, continues to work. 


a 


_Instead of proceeding to Tientsin,Mrs Efimoff 


went to Tsingtao where she remained until February 18 when she 


returned to Shanghai. She did not proceed to her husvend's house 
and appears to have gone into hiding. Efimoff,upon learning later 
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of her presence in Shanghai from a passenger list published in 


one of the local newspavers,wrote askirg the police to assist 


him to locate his wife's whereabouts in Shanghai. 
Gn March 11 it wes escertaired that Mrs Efimoff 


was residing at No 374 Kiangsi Rosad,apartment 38, with one Frenk 


with Rekters,Limite¢,No 4 Avenue Edward 


_Cliver, british, employed 
_VII. This individual is believed to have been cohabiting with 


trs Efimoff for the past six months. 


Vr Ivanoff,Russien lawyer, is reported to have 
past week ir orécer to inter- 
$$$ $$$ _—_— 


_view Mrs Efimoff on behalf of her husband, andamet by Nr.Oliver 


who informed him that the ledy in question was rot residing there. 


Immediately after kr Ivanoff's visit, Mrs Efi- 


moff called upon kr Sherdrikoff ( file No 76068 ),local Russian 
are instructed him to file divorcee proceedings in the 


lawyer, 
Shanghai iSpecial District Court or her behalf. 
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R. T. Bryan, Esquire. 
Municipal Advocate, S. M. Cc. 
6, Hongkong Road. 
Shanghai ._ 


Bear Sir, . : 

I beg to apply to you on the following subject: 

One of my clients Mr. A. Efimoff, a Russian emigrant, residing at Mo 
48, Rue Moliere, French Concession, Shanghai, stated to me the following: 

Qn the 12th of February, 1932, his legal wife Zinaida Efimoff together 
with his daughter Irene born on the llth of February, 1936, left Shanghai for 
Tsingtac wherefrom ehe was to proceed to Tientsin as it was agreed between her 
and my client that they will change their residence end will stey in Nientsin, 
My eliext could mot go together with his femily es he ms to finish his cont- 
ract with Messrs. Wing On on the 15th inet. and afterwards he was also to pro- 
coed to Tiestein to join his family. Instead of doing as it was agreed Mra. Efi- 
moff left the boat in Tsingteo and after staying there few days returned to Sha- 
nghai on the same boat on the 16th of February secretly from her husband and hi- 
ded herself and daughter from him. During severe] days my client could net find 
his ‘wife and as he was very euxious to know what happened with her he wes cos- 


polled te make « notice in the Russian Newspaper “Shanghai Zaria” what notice wa’. 


publighed om the 28th of February, 1932. Mext day Mr. Efimoff received a letter 
from his wife stating that she deceived his because she did not wish to stay wit! 
him any longer. At the same time it was established-by my client through ome of 
bis friends that his wife Mrs. Bfimeff stays et Mo 374, Kiangse Road, Flat 238, 
cooupied by o cortecin JegakSdNee,Fith when che is. cohabiting as husbené and 
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« wife. Then my client applied to the Central Police Station with the 2 e+ 
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request to take an action egainst his wife charging her with adultery ot GL 


ding to the Article 256 of the Guinese Criminal Code but his request was re- 


jected under pretext that as it is a femily affeir and as By client’s residence 


is in the French Concession the Police cannot do anything in that matter. 


Before teking any other steps in the matter XY should like very 


guch to have your legal opinion on the following points: 


According to the Criminal Code of the Chinese Republic adulte.y is 


article 256 of the Crizizal Code says: “Shenever a married 
she will be sentenced for a term of 


a criminal offence. 
woman commits adultery with a third person 


imprisonment of not more than two years. The other party to the adultery will be 


punished also as stated above.” Therefore, it is out of question that adultery is 


a criminal offence from the point of view of Chinese law. 
At the same time according to the Article 339 of the law of Criminal 
Procedure of the Chinese Republic, relating to a Private Prosecution, my client 


cannot institute private prosecution egainst his wife as the above erticle reyes 
quite clearly: “The provisions of the last two preceding articles do_not. apply 
where the injured party is a lineal relative or the spouse of the eceysed or is 
a relative of the same household and holding property jointly with him." Conse- 
quently if any action to be taken in that matter it sust be either from the Chi- 
nese Procurator or from the Police Advocate who is acting in the capasity of a 
Procurater according to the Article V of the Agreement relating to the Chinese 
Courts in the Intersaticsal Settlement at Shanghat which Agreement was signet on 
the 17th of February, 1930. But according te the said Article the funetions of 
the Proeuretor of the Court are Limited only to easgs involving application of 
articles 103 to 166 of the Chinese Crimima} Code und this Article says quite 


clearly "In other cases arising within the jurisdistion of the sourts, the Tu- 
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Therefore, from the foregoing it seems to be clear that 
if my client is barred by the law from taking a private prosecution in that 
matter and if at the same time that matter is beyond functions of the Proeura- 
tor of the Court, then it is only Municipal Police who my act in thet matter. 
In that case offence /adultery/ was committed within International Settlement 
and, therefore, that matter is under jurisdiction of the Shanghai District Court 
of the first area and the Shanghai Municipal Police is only competent authority 
to take an action in Court. 

Trusting that this letter will meet your prompt attention and 
that you will favour me with your legel opinion in the matter, I remain, 


Yours faithfully, 
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